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Summary: The purpose of the article was to analyze the impact of political coups, terrorist
acts and military conflicts, as global security factors, on the tourism sphere. The article examines
the dynamics of changes in tourist flows of different countries due to the influence of geopolitical
instability, analyzes the reasons that hinder the development of tourism due to the influence of
political coups, terrorist acts and military actions. The impact of political coups on tourist flows is
characterized using the example of Middle Eastern countries, the negative consequences for the
tourist industry of terrorist attacks using the example of the USA, France, and wars and military
conflicts using the example of African countries, Georgia, and Ukraine. A special place in the
article is devoted to the impact of the war on tourism in Ukraine, because military actions continue
to this day and cause significant damage not only to the tourism industry, but also to all spheres of
the economy. Geopolitical instability has been found to have a negative impact on the tourism
industry and lead to a decrease or change in tourist flows in countries experiencing political
upheavals, acts of terrorism, and especially hostilities and wars. It was found that in periods of
increased danger, the intensity of tourist trips in and outside the countries tends to decrease
sharply, and the issue of the safety of tourists always remains relevant and requires significant
attention of tourism enterprises.
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Formulation of the problem.

Under the influence of globalization and integration processes, tourism has
gained rapid growth and has become one of the important factors contributing to the
growth of countries' competitiveness in world markets. However, the number of
internal and external threats to the safety of tourists is also increasing in the world,
which are becoming more destructive and less predictable. Natural and man-made
hazards, including environmental emergencies, epidemics and pandemics, as well as
hazards associated with geopolitical instability, constantly accompany tourists during
their travels.

The dynamics of tourism development directly and indirectly depends on global
influencing factors, and the volume of tourist flows is related to a number of global
security factors that may threaten tourism activities and the development of the
tourism industry in the country. The main global security factors that can negatively
affect the development of the tourism industry include: geopolitical instability in
countries (political coups, terrorist attacks, military conflicts); occurrence of
epidemics and pandemics in countries; negative natural and ecological situations in
countries; negative general economic condition in the countries. Among the leading
security factors that negatively affect the dynamics of tourism development is
geopolitical instability.
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Analysis of recent research and publications.

The problem of the influence of geopolitical instability on the distribution of
tourist flows and the development of tourism in general is highlighted in the studies
of such scientists as Webster C., Ivanov S., Sonmez S., Romanova A. A., Zavarika G.
M., Alieva V. V. and others.

Formulation of the goals of the article (task statement).

The purpose of the article is to analyze the impact of geopolitical instability,
namely: coups, terrorist acts and military conflicts, on tourism in the world.

Presenting main material.

One of the important categories of geopolitics is the national security of the
state, which is historically identified with military security, protection against armed
attack from the outside. In general, the impact of geopolitical instability, as a security
factor, on the tourism industry is primarily manifested through national security, that
is, through the impact of political instability in the middle of countries, the impact of
the frequency of terrorist attacks on the territory of the country, the impact of political
relations between countries and military aggression by other states.

The dynamics of tourism development is rightly associated with global
geopolitical instability and trends in the development of world geospace, which have
an extremely powerful impact on tourism [1]. The current global geopolitical climate
increases risks for all participants in the tourism market.

The impact of political upheavals on tourist flows is clearly visible on the
example of Middle Eastern countries, in which the positive dynamics of tourist flows
were disrupted by the stormy events of the "Arab Spring", which began with the
revolution in 2011 and the change of the political regime in Tunisia, and later in other
Middle East and North African countries. . The most significant losses were
experienced by Egypt, where the tourist flow decreased by 31.5% from 2010 to 2014.
It is also worth mentioning the military coup in Thailand, as a result of which the
tourist flow to the country decreased by 6.7% in 2014 compared to 2013 [2].

In Egypt, since the beginning of the revolution in late January 2011, statistics
showed that in the last week of January, approximately 210 million tourists left
Egypt, resulting in a reduction in tourism spending of 178 million dollars. The
Egyptian revolution of 2011 played a significant role in the sharp decline of the
country's tourism industry, which also had a negative impact on the hotel-restaurant
and excursion business, the activities of which are directly dependent on the activities
of the tourism industry [3].

The negative impact of terrorist acts on tourism can be traced to the example of
such countries as the USA, France, Spain and others. It is worth noting that today
terrorism has changed and has become more large-scale and organized, and terrorist
acts in the world are becoming more frequent and in many cases in the most popular
places among tourists. The goal of terrorists is to attract attention, therefore, in this
sense, tourism is the most attractive phenomenon used by terrorists as a tool of
influence [4].

Outbreaks of violence and religious extremism regularly occur in various tourist
countries of the world: Egypt, Israel, India, Kenya, South Africa, Peru, Turkey,
Jamaica, etc. However, one of the most famous and most terrible is the terrorist attack

ISSN 2567-5273 76 www.moderntechno.de



Modern engineering and innovative technologies Issue 26 / Part 2

in the USA on September 11, 2001, which became the largest in terms of the number
of victims in history. The consequences of the terrorist attack for tourism were that
the number of incoming tourists to the USA decreased by almost half by the end of
2001 (from Brazil - by 49%, Germany - by 46%, Japan - by 45%). In percentage
terms, in the last months of 2001, the number of inbound tourists to the USA
decreased by 22.6%. The number of incoming tourists also decreased in other
countries (Canada — by 19%, Mexico — by 24%, Germany — by 17%, Austria — by
9%, the Dominican Republic — by 25%, Egypt — by 55%, Great Britain - by 12%, in
Australia - by 21% [5, 6].

The number of outbound tourists from the USA also decreased (by 60.9 million
in 2000 and by 54.2 million in 2003). In part, this number shows that a certain
percentage of American travelers have switched from international travel to domestic
travel. The share of the USA in incoming tourists from other countries decreased
from 9.4% in 1992 to 5.9% in 2002 [7].

The terrorist attack on October 12, 2002 in Bali (Indonesia) also had negative
consequences for the tourism industry, because it happened in three restaurants in the
tourist area of Kuta [8]. The consequences of the terrorist attack in Bali for the
tourism industry were that immediately after the attack, the number of incoming
tourists to the country decreased by more than half (by 57%) [9]. The terrorist attack
in Madrid, which occurred on March 11, 2004, had a negative impact on the Spanish
tourist industry, which led to a decrease in the number of reserved seats in the
country's hotels in April and May by 10.2% and 13.1%, respectively [10]. The
terrorist attacks that occurred in Mumbai (India) in November 2008 led to the
cancellation of a large number of reservations, including flight tickets (from 40 to
60%). In general, the occupancy of hotels in the country decreased by 64%, the
number of foreign tourists decreased by 12.5% in December 2008, and by 17.6% in
January 2009 compared to the same month in 2008 [11].

The terrorist attacks that occurred in Paris (France) on November 13, 2015 were
also concentrated mainly in places visited by a large number of tourists, namely: near
the Stade de France stadium in Saint-Denis and in the Bataclan concert hall [12 ]. The
consequences of the terrorist attack for the tourism industry, according to INSEE,
was a decrease in the number of incoming tourists in France in the fourth quarter of
2015. At the same time, the occupancy of hotels decreased by 5.4%, of other
accommodation facilities by 20.4%. In Paris, at the same time, the number of
reserved places in hotels decreased by 9.8%. According to CRT-IDF data, tourist
flows from Japan decreased by 30%, Italy by 27%, and the Netherlands by 24%. [9].

All of the above events had a negative impact on the number of tourist flows,
because a necessary condition for the functioning of the tourism sector is the presence
of an appropriate legal framework capable of guaranteeing the appropriate level of
tourism security in general and the safety of life and health of tourists. Therefore, the
biggest economic losses from terrorism are experienced by the tourism industry,
which turned out to be the most vulnerable area for terrorists. This is due to the main
factor that for preparing and committing terrorist acts, places of mass presence of
people and objects of critical infrastructure are chosen, i.e. places of rest for tourists.

If, as a rule, it is possible to deal with the consequences of terrorist attacks
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quickly and there are many opportunities to avoid the repetition of these attacks, then
military conflicts can exist for years and destroy the tourism industry in one or
another country. And to restore and return attractiveness and image, countries have to
make a lot of efforts.

Military conflicts and wars can destroy the tourism industry in a short time,
Algeria, Lebanon, Syria, the countries of the former Yugoslavia, etc. are a vivid
example of this. As a result of the "Yugoslav crisis" caused by religious and ethnic
conflicts, there was a global reformation of the structure of tourist flows in the
European region, the decline of the tourist industry in Bosnia and Herzegovina,
Serbia, Croatia, and Montenegro. The same situation arose as a result of the Russian-
Georgian war in August 2008 in Georgia [13] and as a result of the Russian-
Ukrainian war starting in 2014 in Ukraine.

The Russian-Georgian war of 2008 had a negative impact on all sectors of the
Georgian economy, especially the tourism industry. Due to the armed conflict, the
summer and autumn tourist seasons in 2008 were very difficult, due to the lack of
demand for travel to Georgia and low occupancy rates in accommodation facilities
throughout the country.

The number of international flows in the second half of the year increased by
only 4.7% (the so-called growth by inertia). In general, the following consequences
of the armed conflict for the Georgian hospitality industry stand out: an absolute
decrease in the number of foreign tourist groups (almost all groups were canceled in
2008 and partially in 2009); decrease in the number of private organized vacation
tours by 80%; an increase in the number of international visitors who arrived for the
purpose of business and professional trips (mainly foreign delegations coming for
political reasons, international mass media, etc.) [14]. After the end of the war,
Georgia was perceived by the international tourist community as a dangerous and
unstable tourist destination.

Since 2014, the tourism sphere of Ukraine has also suffered heavy losses and
fundamental changes in the structure and number of tourist flows, which was caused
by the beginning of the Russian-Ukrainian war and a number of negative
consequences it led to. This is clearly observed from the analysis of statistical data of
the UNWTO and the State Border Service [15, 16, 17].

Since 2014, there has been a significant decrease in the number of international
tourist flows: the number of inbound tourists decreased by 48.48%, and the number
of outbound tourists decreased by 5.57%. In 2015, the situation worsened, when
Ukraine was visited by a record low number of foreign tourists, decreasing by 2.23%.
The beginning of the Russian-Ukrainian war in 2014 and the financial and
geopolitical crisis that arose as a result led to such changes in the number of
international tourist flows. Anti-advertisement of Ukraine, as a country with an
unstable geopolitical situation, which arose in the international tourist market, played
a primary role in reducing the number of inbound tourist flows during this period.
Most tourists, choosing a place for rest, are guided by the factor of safety and stability
of the country.

The number of domestic tourists in Ukraine also changed significantly with the
beginning of the Russian-Ukrainian war in 2014. Political and economic instability,
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the annexation of Crimea, military actions in the territories of Donetsk and Luhansk
regions also became the reason for such changes. Starting from 2014, the number of
domestic tourists decreased sharply by 54.06% and remained at this level until 2020
[18].

The decrease in the number of domestic tourists with the beginning of the
Russian-Ukrainian war in 2014 is largely related to the annexation of Crimea,
because a large part of the Ukrainian population chose the southern coast of Crimea
for summer vacation and traveled through the territories of the peninsula. In
connection with the situation that has arisen, lovers of such tourism preferred to rest
in countries with similar natural conditions and landscapes - Bulgaria, Georgia, etc.
This, in turn, had a negative impact on the level of revenues to the state budget that
Ukraine received from domestic tourism.

Russia's full-scale invasion of Ukraine on February 24, 2022 threatened not only
tourism in Ukraine, but also the international travel sector, which has just begun to
recover from the losses caused by the Covid-19 pandemic.

The main obstacles to the development of tourism during military conflicts
include:

— military actions that pose a danger not only to tourists, but also to the entire
population of the country, especially in places of occupation and active
hostilities;

— loss of a significant part of tourist and recreational resources in connection with
their complete or partial destruction as a result of hostilities or placement in
zones of occupation or hostilities;

— destruction of infrastructure in the areas of active hostilities;

— closure of airspace for civil aviation;

— violation of logistics in the territory, which is connected with the destruction of
communication routes or with the placement of occupying troops on
communication routes;
placement of occupying troops in territories that are important tourist centers;

— a significant loss of labor resources, which is associated with the departure of
personnel, the transfer of personnel or the participation of personnel in military
operations.

Conclusions and prospects for further research.

So, on the basis of the researched materials, we can see that geopolitical
instability causes a noticeable decrease in tourist flows, because the safety of tourists
occupies one of the leading places during the organization of tourism. Of course, it is
not always possible to predict which of the popular tourist centers may suddenly
become dangerous for tourism, however, the task of travel companies is to make
maximum efforts to ensure the safety of life, health and property of their customers
(tourists).

In periods of increased danger, the intensity of trips tends to decrease sharply,
and vice versa - safe conditions for traveling stimulate their development. Even now,
travel safety i1s in the center of attention of participants in international tourism
cooperation. The issue of tourist safety is the subject of discussion at many
international tourist forums. These issues were considered in particular detail at the

ISSN 2567-5273 79 www.moderntechno.de



Modern engineering and innovative technologies Issue 26 / Part 2

Interparliamentary Conference on Tourism in The Hague (Netherlands) in 1989.
Principles VII and VIII of the Hague Declaration on Tourism and Chapter III of the
Conference Recommendations are entirely devoted to the safety and protection of
tourists, tourist attractions and facilities.
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Anomauia: Memoio cmammi 6y10 nNpo8eOeHHs AHANI3 6NAUBY NONMUYHUX NEPesopomis,
MEePOPUCTNIUYHUX AKMI6 MAd B6O0CHHUX KOHDIIKMI6, AK 2100anbHUX 0e3neKoeux Gakmopis, Ha
mypucmuyny cepy. B cmammi pozensanymo OUHAMIKY 3MiH MYPUCMUYHUX NOMOKI@ PI3HUX KpPAiH
BHACNIOOK — GNAUBY  2ONONIMUYHOI  HeCmadOilbHOCMI,  NPOAHANI308AHO  NPUYUHU, WO
nepeuKoodicaroms — po3gUMKY — Mypusmy  6HACIIOOK — 6NIUBY  NOJNIMUYHUX — Nepesopomis,
MepopUCTUYHUX aKmié ma 8ocHHUX Oiu. Oxapakmepuszo8ano 6naué NONIMUYHUX Nepeeopomie Ha
MYyPUCMUYHI NOMOKU HA NPUKIAOi Bruszbkocxionux kpainu, HeeamusHi HACTIOKU OJisl MYPUCMUYHOT
inoycmpii mepaxmis Ha npuxnadi CILIA, @panyii ma 60€H i 60CHHUX KOHGIIKMIE HA NPUKIAOI
kpainu Agppuxu, [ py3ii ma Ykpainu. Ocobause micye 6 cmammi 6iogedene niugy iliHu HA MYPU3M
6 Vkpaini, adaice 8oeHHI Oii NPOO0BAHCYIOMBCA 00 CbO2OOHI MA HAHOCAMb 3HAYHOL WKOOU He uule
iHoycmpii  mypusmy, ane 1 6cim cepam exoHomiku. Bcmawnoeneno, wo eeononimuuna
HeCmaobinbHiCMb MA€ He2amuHUll 6NAU6 HA MYPUCMUYHY [HOYCMpIlO ma npu3eooums 00
3MeHUleHHsT abo 3MIHU MYPUCMUYHUX NOMOKI8 Y Kpainax, oOe 6i00y8aomvcs NOAIMUYHI
nepesopomu, mepopucmuyHi akmu ma, 0cooaueo, 0€HHI Oii ma 8itinu. 3’1c08aHo, wo y nepioou
niosuWeHoi Hebe3neKku IHMeHCUBHICMb MYPUCMUYHUX NOO0POXCEU Y KPAIHAX ma 3a MexCi Kpain
Mae meHOeHyilo 00 pi3K020 3MEHUWIeHHs, a NUMAaHHA Oe3neKu Mmypucmis 3a8xHcou 3aIUUAEMbC
AKMYanoHUM Ma 8UMA2A€ 3HAYHOI Y8a2u mypucmuyHuUx niOnpuemMcms.

Kniouosi cnoea: indoycmpia mypusmy, mMypucmuyHi NOMOKY, NOJIMUYHI Nepesopomu,
MepopuUCmMuyHi akmu, 80€HHI KOHMIIKMU, GIUHU, 2eONOIIMUYHA HECMADLILHICID.
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