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Abstract. The article addresses the development of speaking and listening skills in primary
school learners in the context of globalisation and the digital transformation of education. English is
viewed as an essential tool of intercultural communication, which necessitates the early and high-
quality formation of foreign-language communicative competence. Special attention is paid to
speaking and listening as basic types of speech activity that ensure direct oral interaction.

The paper outlines the role of the initial stage of learning English in establishing the
psycholinguistic foundations of communicative competence and characterises the organisation of
primary education in Ukraine. It emphasises that traditional, predominantly reproductive forms of
instruction are insufficiently aligned with younger learners’ age-related psychological
characteristics, whereas interactive and activity-based formats reveal significant potential for
integrating speaking and listening.

The study is based on an analysis of the State Standard of Primary General Education and
current foreign language curricula, a synthesis of psychological and pedagogical literature on the
development of younger schoolchildren, and methodological research on teaching foreign languages.
Theoretical methods include analysis, comparison and generalisation of scholarly sources,
systematisation of psychological and pedagogical factors in speech development and
conceptualisation of communicative, situational and interactive approaches.

The findings demonstrate that the development of speaking and listening skills is conditioned
by a complex interaction of psychological factors (concrete and image-based thinking, predominance
of involuntary attention, emotional sensitivity, high imitative capacity) and pedagogical factors
(teaching methods, level of interactivity, teacher professionalism, classroom climate). The
communicative approach, implemented through instructional speech situations, together with
interactive techniques (pair and group work, role-plays, dramatisations, creative tasks) creates
favourable conditions for systematic practice of oral communication and enhances pupils’ motivation
and engagement.

It is argued that learner-centred, situational and interactive organisation of lessons makes it
possible to fully exploit the developmental potential of primary school age, while digital and gamified
tools further diversify activities and support pupils’ cognitive activity in foreign-language
communication. At the same time, there remains a need for empirical studies comparing different
combinations of interactive and gamified methods
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Introduction.

The contemporary primary school operates under conditions of intensifying
processes of globalization and the digital transformation of education. English is
gradually assuming the role of an essential instrument of intercultural communication,
which necessitates the high-quality development of foreign-language communicative
skills already at the primary school age. The issue of developing speaking and listening
skills as basic types of speech activity that ensure direct oral communication is
becoming particularly urgent.

Recent research and practical experience demonstrate that interactive, activity-
based and gamified learning formats, especially those involving digital resources,
increase pupils’ motivation, foster their engagement in communicative activity,
stimulate cognitive processes and cultivate a sustainable interest in learning a foreign
language. At the same time, the effectiveness of these approaches largely depends on
the extent to which the psychological and pedagogical characteristics of younger
schoolchildren are taken into account.

The problem of developing speech skills in learners in primary education has
attracted the attention of many scholars. Methods of teaching foreign languages in
primary school have been examined by O. Bihych, S. Karavanova, L. Masenko,
O. Pometun, H. Sotnykova and others, while the theoretical foundations of the
development of speaking and listening skills have been analysed by N. Hez, Yu.
Yermolenko, L. Skalkin and other researchers. Important guidance is also provided by
contemporary psychological and pedagogical studies focusing on the developmental
characteristics of younger schoolchildren [1; 2; 5-9].

The aim of the article is to analyse the psychological and pedagogical factors that
determine the development of speaking and listening skills in learners in primary
education and to outline effective approaches and methodological techniques for their

formation in the context of the modern primary school.
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Main text.

Overview of the external educational environment for the development of
speaking and listening skills. The initial stage of learning English is of crucial
importance, since it is during this period that the foundation is laid for subsequent
fluent language use. It creates a basis for the formation of abilities that make effective
foreign-language communication possible. At this stage, the psycholinguistic
foundations of communicative competence are formed; they encompass listening,
speaking, reading and writing in accordance with the requirements of the educational
curriculum.

Primary education in Ukraine is organised in two cycles Grades 1-2 and Grades
3-4 which correspond to children’s age-related characteristics and educational needs
and help overcome disparities in pupils’ initial preparedness for schooling. The main
goal of foreign-language instruction in primary school is the formation of
communicative competence, which is ensured by pupils’ linguistic, speech and
sociocultural experience and correlates with their age-related capabilities [3].

Many years of experience in teaching foreign languages attest to the effectiveness
of lessons structured according to the communicative-thematic principle, which makes
it possible to develop all types of speech activity within the thematic content of the
curriculum. Speech activity is understood as an active, purposeful process of
communication mediated by language and the communicative situation and is realised
in four main types—Ilistening, speaking, reading and writing [2].

Speaking and listening are the leading types of speech activity that ensure direct
oral communication. The path of acquiring the mother tongue differs fundamentally
from the process of learning a foreign language; therefore, the mechanical transfer of
analogies between them is methodologically unjustified. The teaching of foreign-
language speaking and listening requires the purposeful use of specific techniques that
take into account the more conscious nature of language acquisition at the primary
school age.

Listening is defined as listening with understanding, that is, a complex process of

perceiving, comprehending and interpreting speech by ear, which goes beyond the
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mere acoustic perception of sounds [5]. Speaking, in turn, is a leading type of speech
activity and the principal form of realising language as a means of communication; it
has an acoustic form, is perceived by the listener and is aimed at transmitting a message
from the speaker to the addressee [8]. Listening and speaking function as interrelated
aspects of oral communication: listening acts both as an independent type of activity
and as preparation for an adequate speech response.

Input data and research methods. The theoretical basis of the article is formed by:
an analysis of the State Standard of Primary General Education and the current
curricula in foreign languages [3]; a synthesis of psychological and pedagogical works
devoted to the age-specific characteristics of younger schoolchildren and the
development of their cognitive, motivational and emotional-volitional spheres [6-8];
and studies in the methodology of teaching foreign languages, in particular the
formation of foreign-language competence in listening and speaking [1, 2].

The study employs theoretical methods such as analysis, comparison and
synthesis of scholarly sources; systematisation of psychological and pedagogical
factors in the development of speech in younger schoolchildren; and conceptualisation
of the leading methodological approaches (communicative, situational and interactive).
The input data for the generalisations consist of the results of previous research and the
practical experience of primary-school English teachers as described in the literature.

Research results. The development of speech at the primary school age takes
place against the background of the active formation of cognitive, emotional and social
skills. During this period, vocabulary expands considerably, grammatical accuracy of
utterances improves, and the need for speech interaction with peers and adults
increases. A characteristic feature is a high capacity for imitating speech patterns,
which constitutes an important resource for mastering both the mother tongue and a
foreign language. The thinking of younger schoolchildren is predominantly concrete
and image-based, which necessitates reliance on visual support, games and practical
actions, as well as visual schemes and illustrations. The emotional component becomes
particularly significant: the learning process must be engaging and emotionally rich,

since children’s attention at this age is unstable and their motivation is largely
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determined by external factors (praise, game-based activities, competition, the
aesthetic appeal of the material) [7].

The development of imagination in early and primary school childhood is
manifested in the ability to reproduce and transform images on the basis of
descriptions, pictures and schemes. Creative imagination develops actively: children
invent their own stories, create imaginary situations and model a “world of fantasy”,
which can be effectively used in role-plays and dramatisations in a foreign
language [7]. A specific feature of the development of attention is the relative weakness
of voluntary attention and the predominance of involuntary attention: pupils more
readily and willingly focus on new, bright, unexpected and emotionally significant
material. This requires that the teacher create situations of “proximal motivation”, in
which the outcome of the activity is directly important and intelligible to the learner
(receiving praise, winning a game, successfully performing in front of the class, etc.).

Primary school pupils’ memory develops under the influence of learning: they
find it easier to memorise concrete facts, images and events than abstract definitions
and explanations. At the initial stage, elements of mechanical memorisation
predominate, while the role of semantic links gradually increases [9]. The character of
children of this age is typically marked by impulsivity, a need for active external
activity, and emotional sensitivity and vulnerability [6; 7]. They react acutely to
injustice, criticism and the emotional climate in the classroom; therefore, for the
development of speaking and listening skills it is essential to ensure a benevolent,
supportive atmosphere in which errors are perceived as a natural part of learning. The
primary school age in general is a stage of intensive socialisation: pupils master the
norms of interaction within the peer group, establish friendships and learn to reconcile
their own wishes with the interests of others. The need for communication and
recognition on the part of peers makes the development of skills of verbal interaction,
teamwork, listening and being heard particularly relevant. An integrated set of
psychological and pedagogical factors that influence the development of speaking and

listening skills is presented in Figure 1.
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Figure 1 — Psychological and pedagogical factors in the formation of listening
and speaking skills

One of the key principles in the development of speaking and listening skills is
the communicative approach, which is based on genuine verbal interaction and a focus
on the semantic meaningfulness of utterances. Central here is not so much formal
correctness as the learner’s ability to convey and comprehend meaning, respond to the
interlocutor’s utterance and achieve a communicative goal [1]. The principal means of
implementing the communicative approach are instructional speech situations that
enable pupils to become aware of the motives for communication, to take into account
the characteristics of the addressee, the conditions of communication and the expected
reaction. Such situational learning is understood not as the occasional use of isolated
situations, but as a systematic, methodologically well-grounded approach in which the
situation constitutes a permanent structural element of the lesson.

In the course of organising situational learning, pupils are involved in various
types of activities that model real or close-to-real life circumstances. They act out
dialogues in the format of role-plays (“‘customer — shop assistant”, “pupil — teacher”,
“passenger — ticket clerk”, etc.), participate in dialogic communication through
questions and answers and mini-interviews, and engage in modelled speech situations

supported by formulaic expressions, cue cards and illustrations. Creative tasks that
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prompt independent expression—such as composing stories based on pictures,
completing dialogues and staging short scenes—also play an important role. These
forms of work ensure pupils’ inclusion in “live” communication in which speaking and
listening naturally interact and mutually condition one another: the learner not only
produces utterances but also actively listens, interprets what is heard and responds
accordingly.

The development of oral language skills in younger schoolchildren is closely
linked to the motivational sphere. Motivation may be external, when activity is
supported by positive assessment, game elements and competition, or it may be
grounded in internal interest in the language, the desire to learn new things and the
need to communicate with native speakers. A learner-centred approach presupposes
the creation of conditions under which each child has an opportunity to express his or
her own opinion, experience success and receive supportive feedback [4]. In this
context, interactive learning is regarded as an organisation of the educational process
in which pupils act as active subjects and co-creators of the lesson rather than passive
performers. They are involved in modelling real-life situations, participating in role-
plays and jointly analysing problem-solving tasks, which promotes not only the
development of language skills but also the formation of value orientations, teamwork
skills and an atmosphere of cooperation and mutual respect [4].

Compared with traditional forms of instruction, the interactive approach ensures
more active participation of every pupil in speech interaction, creates conditions for
continuous practice of listening and speaking skills and maintains a positive emotional
background that reduces fear of making mistakes and fosters confidence in one’s own
abilities. In the course of such work, pupils gradually develop teamwork skills, the
ability to perceive another person’s position with tolerance, to listen to an interlocutor
and to present their own opinion in an argued manner. The activity-based and
emotionally saturated nature of interactive forms contributes to the effective
assimilation of a considerable amount of learning material, since knowledge is
embedded in the child’s real experience and linked to specific communication

situations, evoking personally meaningful emotions [4].
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In primary-school practice, interactive methods are most often implemented
through pair and small-group work (four to six pupils), which makes it possible for
each child to gain real experience of participating in foreign-language communication.
Within such formats, various types of exercises are organised: speech exercises aimed
at practising structures (analogies, substitutions, sentence completions), creative tasks
(composing poems, rhymes and mini-plays), games (lexical, grammatical and
communicative), dramatisations, as well as work with songs and rhymes that combine
rhythm, visual support and the repetitive use of speech patterns [8]. Taken together,
these forms and methods create favourable conditions for the systematic and gradual
development of speaking and listening skills in younger schoolchildren, ensuring their
high level of engagement in learning and a positive attitude towards studying a foreign
language.

Discussion and analysis of results

The analysis of psychological, pedagogical and methodological sources provides
grounds to argue that the development of speaking and listening skills in younger
schoolchildren is a complex process in which children’s age-related characteristics, the
organisation of the educational environment and the teacher’s chosen instructional
approaches are closely intertwined.

On the one hand, the psychological characteristics of this age (concrete and
image-based thinking, the predominance of involuntary attention, sensitivity to the
emotional climate) may complicate traditional forms of instruction oriented towards
reproductive activity and the rote memorisation of rules and vocabulary lists. On the
other hand, they reveal considerable potential for the use of game-based, imagistic and
emotionally rich formats that naturally integrate speaking and listening: children
willingly listen to engaging stories, take part in dramatisations, sing songs and
communicate in role-play situations.

The communicative and situational approaches, interactive learning and learner-
centred lesson organisation make it possible to maximise this potential. The creation
of instructional speech situations in which the learner has a genuine communicative

goal and experiences the emotional significance of the utterance enhances motivation
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and promotes the development of stable speaking and listening skills.

Particular attention should also be paid to digital and gamified tools that
correspond to the interests of contemporary children and make it possible to diversify
learning activities. These tools can effectively combine audiovisual materials,
interactive exercises and instant feedback and thus support pupils’ cognitive activity
and engagement in the process of foreign-language communication.

Despite the substantial theoretical elaboration of the problem, further research is
required on the empirical verification of the effectiveness of different combinations of
interactive and gamified methods, on optimal ways of differentiating tasks with regard
to learners’ individual differences, and on the specific features of developing speaking
and listening skills in blended and distance-learning environments. In line with the
logic of our study, the next step is an analysis of the current state of development of
speaking and listening skills in primary-school learners in English lessons.

Conclusions.

The primary school age is a sensitive period for the development of foreign-
language speaking and listening skills, since it is at this time that the psycholinguistic
foundations of communicative competence are laid and vocabulary, grammatical
accuracy of speech, communicative abilities and social interaction skills develop
actively. The psychological characteristics of younger schoolchildren—concrete and
image-based thinking, the predominance of involuntary attention, the dominance of
visual-sensory images, impulsivity, emotional sensitivity and a high capacity for
imitating speech patterns-predetermine the need to employ visual, game-based,
activity-oriented and emotionally rich teaching methods that ensure pupils’ natural
inclusion in foreign-language communication and correspond to their age-related
capabilities.

Effective development of speaking and listening skills is possible under
conditions of targeted implementation of the communicative approach and situational
learning, within which instructional speech situations function as a structuring element
of the lesson. They provide semantic meaningfulness of utterances, orientation towards

a specific addressee and the achievement of real or near-real communicative goals. An

ISSN 2567-5273 19 www.moderntechino.de



Modern engineering and innovative technologies Issue 42 / Part 4

important role in this process is played by interactive methods—pair and group work,
role-plays, dramatisations, creative tasks and various game-based and gamified forms
of organising activity. These methods increase learners’ motivation, foster a positive
emotional climate and support the formation of experience in cooperation and mutual
assistance, which in turn positively affects the development of speaking and listening
skills.

A crucial condition for the successful formation of oral language skills is the
learner-centred organisation of the lesson, whereby every pupil has the opportunity to
act as an active participant in the communicative process, to express personal opinions,
to receive supportive feedback and to experience situations of academic success. Future
research should focus on the empirical investigation of the level of development of
speaking and listening skills in primary-school learners, on the design and piloting of
sets of exercises using interactive and gamified technologies, and on substantiating the
pedagogical conditions for their effective implementation in the modern primary

school.
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Anomayia. Cmammio npucesaueno po3gumKy HasUUOK 2080PIiHHA Ma ayOil08aHHA 8 3000Y6aUi6
noyamKo8oi ocsimu 8 ymosax enooanizayii ma yughpoeoi mpancghopmayii oceimu. Aueniticoka mosa
PO32NA0AEMbCS AK HEOOXIOHULL IHCIMPYMEHM MINCKYIbMYPHOI KOMYHIKAYIL, W0 3yMOBNIOE Nompeoy y
PAHHLOMY U SAKICHOMY (DOPMYBAHHI THUOMOBHOI KOMYHIKamueHoi komnemenmuocmi. Ocobaugy
V8A2Y 30CEPEOAHCEHO HA 208OPIHHI MA AYOTIOBAHHI SIK OA308UX BUOAX MOBIEHHEBOIL OISILHOCMI, WO
3a6e3neuyrome 6e3nocepeore YyCHe CRIIKYBAHHS.

Y cmammi oxpecneno ponrb nouamkogozo emany GUEYEHHs AHRNIUCLKOI MOBU Y (POPMYBAHHIT
NCUXONTH2BICMUYHUX OCHOB KOMYHIKAMUBHOI KOMNEMEHMHOCINI MA CXAPAKMepPU308aHo Opeanizayiio
nowamkogoi oceimu 6 Yxpaini. Haconoweno, wo mpaouyiiini, nepesajicHo penpooyKmugti gopmu
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HABYAHHA HEOOCMAMHbO Y3200HCYIOMbCA 3 GIKOGUMU NCUXON020-Ne0aA202IYHUMU OCOONUBOCTAMU
MOTOOWUX WKOTIAPIB, MOOT K IHMEPAKMUBHI MA OISLIbHICHI (hopMamu Maroms 3HAYHUL NOMeEHYIa
07151 npupoOHoi inmezpayii 2060piHHA MA AYOitOBAHHSL.

Teopemuuny 0cHO8Y O0CNIONHCEHHS CMAHOBIAMYb AHANI3 []epocasro2o cmanoapmy nouamro8oi
3a2aNbHOI 0C8IMU MA YUHHUX NPOSPAM 3 THO3EMHOI MOBU, V3A2AIbHEHHS NCUX0N020-Ne0dc02iuHOl
nimepamypu w000 po36UMKy MOIOOWUX WIKOJAPIB, A MAKOMC MeMOOUYHUX Npayb 3 HAGUAHHS
iHO3eMHUX M08. Buxopucmano meopemuyni Mmemoou auanisy, NOpieHAHHSA U Y3a2albHeHHs HAYKOBUX
ooicepen,  cucmemMamusayii - NCUXO0N020-Ne0A202iYHUX — YUHHUKIE — PO36UMK)Y  MOGIEHHA  ma
KOHYenmyanizayii KOMyHIKAMu8H020, CUMyamugHo2o Ul IHMepaKkmueHo2o nioxoois.

Ilokazano, wo po3euUmMoK HABUYOK 2080PIHHA MA AYOIIO8AHHI 3YMOBIIOEMbCA KOMNIEKCHOIO
83AEMOOIEI0 NCUXONOIUHUX YUHHUKIB (KOHKPEMHO-00pasHe MUCIEHHS, Nepesadcants MUMOBLIbHOI
yeazu, eMOoyiliHa 4ymaugicms, GUCOKA 30AMHICMb 00 HACAIOY8AHHS) MA Neda202iyHUX YUHHUKIG
(Memoou Ui NpuoMu HABYAHHS, PIBEHb [HMEPAKMUBHOCMI, NPOPECIOHANIZM YUUMENs, eMOYIUHULL
Kaimam y knaci). /Josedeno, wo KOMyHIKamugHuil nioxio, peanizo8anuil yepes Hag4dal1bHO-MOBIeHHEG]
cumyayii, y NOEOHAHHI 3 IHMEPAKMUBHUMU MemOooamu (poboma 6 napax i epynax, poivosi iepu,
iHCYeHi3ayii, meopui 3a80aHHA) CMBOPIOE CRPUAMIUBL YMOBU Ol CUCMEMAMUYHO20 MPEHYBAHHS
VCHO20 MOBIEeHHS, NIOBUWYE MOMUBAYIIO MA 3ATIYYEHICMb YUHIB.

Obrpynmosano, wo ocoOUCmiCHO OPIEHMOBAHA, CUMYAMUBHA Ul ITHMEPAKMUBHA OP2aHi3ayis
VPOKY 0a€ 3M02Y MAKCUMANbHO BUKOPUCMANU 8IKOBULL NOMEHYIAT MOJIOOUO020 WKITbHO20 BIKY, MOOL
AK  yugpposi ma celmipikogaHi IHCMpPYMeHmU  YPIHOMAHIMHIOIOMb  6UOU  OIIbHOCMI U
niOMpUMYIOms NiI3HABANbHY AKMUBHICMb Y NPOYeCT IHUOMOBHO20 CRLIKY8aHHs. Boonouac oxkpecneno
nompeOy 6 eMRnipUYHUX OOCHIONCEHHAX eqeKMUBHOCMI pI3HUX HNOEOHAHL [HMEPAKMUBHUX |
2euUMipiKoBaHUx Memooux, wiisaxie ougepenyiayii 3a60aHb 3 YPAXYBAHHAM IHOUBIOYAILHUX
BIOMIHHOCMEl YUHIB, A MAKONC 0COOIUBOCIEl POPMYBAHHA HABUYOK 2080DIHHIA MA AYOIlO8AHHSA 8
YMOBAX 3MIUAHO20 U OUCMAHYINIHO20 HABYAHHSL.

Monoowuii wKinbHUli 6iK 6U3HAYEHO SIK CEHCUMUBHUL Nepiod OJisl pO36UMKY [HULOMOBHUX
HABUYOK 2080PIHHA Ma AyOil08AHHS, YNPOOOBHC K020 3AKIAOAIOMbCA NCUXONIHBICIMUYHI OCHOBU
KOMYHIKAMUBHOI KOMNemeHmHOCmi. 3poOneHo 6UCHOBOK HpPO OOYINbHICMb  YINeCHPAMOBAHOT
peanizayii KOMYHIKAMUBHO2O U CUMYAMUBHO20 NIOX00I8 Y NOEOHAHHI 3 IHMEPAKMUBHUMU MdA
2etuMiikosanumMy Memooamu HAGUAHHA, WO 3abe3neuye opmy8aHHs CMIUKUX HABUUOK YCHO2O
MOBNEeHHs Ma NOZUMUBHO20 CINABTIEHHS MOJIOOWUX WKOJIAPI6 00 UBYeHHs iHo3eMHOi mosu. Hamiveno
NnepcneKmuey NOOAIbLUWUX O0CTIONHCEHb, NO8 A3AHUX 3 eMNIPUYHOIO NEePesipKOI 3aNnpONOHOBAHUX
nioxo0i@ ma YMOYHEHHAM Neod202iUHUX YMO8 IX epeKmueHo2o 3acmocy8aHHs 6 CYUACHIlU
NOYAMKOGIU WKOJI.

Knruoei cnosa: nasuuku 2080piHHA, HABUYKU aAYOil08AHHS, 3000)6a4i NOYAMKOBOI oceimu,
ACUXONI020-Ne0A202TYHI ~ YUHHUKUY,  KOMYHIKAMUGHUU  NiOXi0,  IHMepaKkmueHe  HAGYAHHSL,
eelMighikosane HABUAHHS, AHSNIUCLKA MOBA K THO3EMHA.
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