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Abstract: The article presents a concise historical-thematic review of scholars' research on the
processes of humanity's transition from the most primitive states to a civilizational state and the
factors driving this phenomenon. The conclusions emphasize the significance of anthropogenesis,
demonstrating the transition to a civilized state as the result of long-term evolutionary changes, such
as the development of the brain, empathy, the ability to cooperate, and the care for others. The
civilizational aspect is supported by research, particularly by showing how the ancient Roman
concept of "civilis," which contrasted public order with "barbarism," acquired a broader meaning
during the Enlightenment, connected with culture, law, and social institutions. Based on the research,
it has been determined that the true turning point was the emergence of Homo sapiens, after which
society ceased to be merely a tool for survival and transformed into a conscious form of coexistence.

The article emphasizes and summarizes a new perspective on civilization as a universal,
historically formed state of human society, based on the priority of social needs, moral norms, and
cooperation over basic survival needs.

Keywords: historical-thematic review, anthropogenesis, civilizational state, evolutionary
changes, the concept of "civilis", civilization, society.

Introduction

Ancient philosophical thought proposed the theoretical idea of civilization, and
during the Enlightenment, in the mid-18th century, the term «civilization» was coined.
In our opinion, this concept is a social invention, and therefore, the term «civilization»
is conditional. Due to the absence of a sole objective criterion that can be defined as a
classic and necessary component of civilization, starting from the 19th century and

continuing to the present day, there have been several interpretations of the term, which
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generally refer to a specific type of society. However, we propose considering this
concept precisely as the state of society, which is directly related to the fundamental
principles of the development of humanity as a whole.

Main text

The first theoretical foundations of «civilization» as a definition developed in
ancient times, when social life, thoughts, and ideas were largely based on social
institutions such as the city and citizenship. We consider the Latin term «civilis»
meaning «civil» or «urban» to be the starting point for the development of the concept.
At that time, the idea behind this concept was quite simple. It was the order in which
ancient society existed, which was the direct opposite of the barbaric, largely nomadic
way of life, characterized by a lack of any significant material or cultural achievements.

The next important stage in the development of the term «civilization» was the
Age of Enlightenment. At that time, ancient views, ideas, and ideals were already
established tightly and developing in society, so it i1s not surprising that this concept
also acquired a broader interpretation during this period. European, particularly French,
thinkers and lawyers began to use the term «civilization» — the former to refer to a
society characterized by literacy, urban life and a system of values, such as religious
values [1], the second is in the context of civil cases [2], but both aimed to highlight
civil status as a counterbalance to barbarism.

In the 19th and 20th centuries, significant breakthroughs occurred in the
development of the humanities. History, along with philosophy, anthropology,
ethnology, and other disciplines related to humans and human development, began to
engage not only in recording and transcribing historical facts, but also in actively
constructing theoretical views, primarily in the context of the general evolution of
society. A civilizational approach is being formed, and with it, several definitions of
«civilization». For example, Henry Morgan believed that there are three stages through
which society passes: savagery, barbarism, and civilization, characterized by the
acquisition of natural resources and the presence of industry [3]. Arnold Toynbee
defines civilization as a community of people characterized by shared values and

lifestyles, as well as a significant degree of social organization [4]. Another example is
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Samuel Huntington, who defined civilization as an organized community of people
with the highest level of cultural identity, particularly religious identity [5]. Other
researchers emphasized organization, material, and technical achievements as the
foundations of civilization. In general, it is noticeable that «civilization» in modern
common usage refers to a certain type of society - a highly organized society.

We propose using this term to refer specifically to the state of society, which does
not confront but rather complements the commonly used meaning. In the context of
civilization as a condition, we believe that the central idea can be expressed in a simple
formula: Homo Socialis (Social Man) > Homo Individualis (Individualistic Man). In
other words, civilization is a state of society in which humans have been able to rise
above biological behavior, and the individual, for whom the satisfaction of basic
natural needs is paramount, recedes into the background, while the fulfillment of social
needs and cooperation with other individuals become priorities. In other words,
civilization is a shape of society in which humans have been able to rise above
biological behavior, and the individual, for whom the satisfaction of basic natural needs
is paramount, recedes into the background, while the fulfillment of social needs and
cooperation with other individuals become priorities.

To fully understand this state, and, in fact, why it is precisely the state of society,
one must delve into anthropogenesis. Humans, like any other living creature, are
subject to the laws of nature, but these laws vary in their manifestation depending on
the challenges that threaten the existence of the creature. The unique evolutionary
strategy of human beings allowed them to transition to a state of civilization that stands
not only on, but also above the natural (biological) state.

Starting with the structure of the brain and its changes in parallel with the
development of the evolutionary strategy of hominids: approximately 25 million years
ago, a structure responsible for understanding the actions of other subjects - mirror
neurons has appeared in the brain of a human ancestor shared with monkeys and
chimpanzees. It should be noted that there is still no precise confirmation of when
mirror neurons first appeared, but their presence in humans and higher primates

suggests that they emerged during the period mentioned above [6]. At this time, the
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foundations of understanding what another individual really.

The next important stage is the period from 4 million to 2 million years ago,
because at this moment several fundamental transformations take place, Broca's area
begins to form in the brain, which is responsible for motor skills, and later for speech
and coordination of actions with other individuals, meanwhile individual behavior
becomes less selfish [7], and Hominidae beings replace ancestral forms. At the same
time, the evolutionary strategy that ensured survival is changing: instead of groups with
a clearly defined leader who controlled the use of resources and regulated relations
within the group, preventing self-destruction, cooperation is emerging [8]. At that time,
cooperation was instrumental, with each individual participating for their own goal —
survival, which is similar to cooperation among chimpanzees and did not yet have
qualitative social superstructures [9]. Survival itself was based on meeting biological
needs, primarily food, which we will discuss further below.

In the context of cooperation as an evolutionary strategy, individuals perceive
themselves as separate entities among other individuals, but not as part of a shared
society. In other words, for most of its existence, almost until the emergence of Homo
Sapiens, society lived as a union of many «I», but not as a single, united «We». In the
context of such a worldview, nature significantly prevailed over the beginnings of
civilization, and therefore, the process of providing oneself with food could take place
through acts of cannibalism, even within one's own group. Today, we have a number
of findings that testify to acts of cannibalism, and in relation to members of the same
group: Homo Habilis 1.5 million years ago [10], Homo Antecessor 800 thousand years
ago [11], Homo Neanderthalensis 100 thousand years ago [12]. We see that various
forms of human beings, both primitive and archaic humans, as well as fairly advanced
paleoanthropics, still prefer «naturalness» to «humanity».

Despite the dominance of biology in the worldview of ancient hominids, parallel
processes are taking place that indicate the emergence of «humanity» among human
beings, which in fact became a prerequisite for the transition to a new condition, such
as civilization. A good example of the first manifestations of «humanity» is also a

number of archaeological finds: Homo Erectus 1.8 million years ago [13] — the oldest
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find, which 1s the first evidence of concern for other individuals, Homo
Neanderthalensis 45 thousand years ago [14] — already at that time caring for other
individuals became a more widespread phenomenon, and signs of burial and rituals
appeared, indicating the development of moral aspects in society.

Considering all the above, we can conclude that the period from 2 million to
30,000 years ago was a transitional phase between civilizational and natural conditions,
when biological individuality still dominated, but manifestations of «humanity» were
emerging and gradually becoming widespread. Technically, this was only a prototype
of what would later be called «civilization», and the subjects of that period were only
ancestral forms, not humans (Homo Sapiens).

The transition to a new condition - civilization took place with the appearance of
modern humans, the Cro-Magnons, about 40,000 years ago. It is in Homo Sapiens that
the brain structure is most developed for existence within society, and the number of
findings demonstrating cannibalism is quite small; moreover, these findings mainly
demonstrate ritual practices. Instead, there is a wealth of evidence of care, mutual aid,
empathy, and so on [15].

Most importantly, we can identify the key point of transition from the condition
of nature to civilization. We believe that this happened at the very moment when
society (the union of individuals) ceased to be an evolutionary strategy and instead
became a generally accepted way of life, it was not a forced and unexpected response
to the challenges of life, but rather an awareness, understanding, and acceptance of a
social order in which social structures and moral values exceed the desire to primarily
satisfy individual biological needs. The chronological identification of this moment is
rather conditional, but we will assume that it took place about 25,000 years ago, when
Homo Sapiens settled all parts of the world, and their interactions became a permanent
phenomenon rather than random encounters, and that is why civilization, as we
understand it, is a universal human condition rather than a characteristic of a particular
society. From then, «We» dominated «I» in the context of coexistence.

Finally, it is worth explaining some points that may raise questions. For example,

if civilization is a condition of society, is it possible to return to a state where nature
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dominates over «humanity»? Yes, among historical examples, we can cite the First
Crusade, during which there are records of acts of cannibalism among the army [16],
and similar cases were recorded in the 19th century, when during shipwrecks, survivors
killed and ate other members of the crew [17], and human flesh was also consumed for
survival during the Holodomor famine of 1932-1933 [18]. All of the above is an
example of behavior characteristic of animals that are willing to eat their own children
for the sake of their own survival, and animals, in turn, are a direct component of the
natural world without any superstructures. Leaning towards this kind of action, an
individual or a certain group of people leaves the condition of civilization and moves
to the natural level, while retaining such attributes as literacy, urbanization, and
industry, which many point out as fundamental for the use of the concept of
«civilizationy» in the context of a particular society. However, it is essential to note that
the overall standard of living and living conditions have reached a high level, which
ensures the stability of civilization as a state and minimizes the manifestation of natural
individualism within social superstructures

It is necessary to emphasize that not all antisocial activities, even cannibalism, are
a departure from civilization. A departure from civilization and a return to the
biological level is the desire to satisfy basic natural needs without which a person
cannot survive, namely, food, water, oxygen, and sleep. However, wars or rituals of
any kind are not manifestations of such behavior; they are merely social constructs
associated with ideology, religion, racism, or other worldviews of an individual or a
limited community of individuals [19-22].

Conclusions

In conclusion, we can see that the concept of «civilization», particularly global
civilization, can be viewed not only as a type of society, but also as its condition. This
state is characterized by the awareness of the existence of society not as an evolutionary
strategy, but as an accepted way of life, in the context of which not only one's own life
becomes a priority, but also the lives of other individuals, as well as a qualitative

elevation of moral norms and the elevation of altruism above biological individualism.
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Anomauin: Cmamms s611€ coO00 CMUCTUL ICTMOPUKO-MEMAMUYHUL 0271510 O0CTIONCEHb
BUEHUX NPO Npoyecu nepexody J0Cmed 8i0 HAUNPOCMIiUX CManie 00 YusLlizayiuHo2o Cmany ma
YUHHUKIB 30iliCHeHHA Yybo2o Asuwa. Iliokpeciene BUCHOBKI6 NPO 3HAYEHHSA AHMPONo2enesy, AKUl
demMoHCcmpye nepexio 00 YUBiLi308aH020 CMAHY AK pe3yibmam 00820MpPUBAIUX eGONIOYIUHUX 3MIH,
MAKUxX K po36UMOK MO3KY, eMnamii, 30amHocmi 00 cnienpayi ma mypoomu npo iHuuXx.

Lusinizayitinuii acnekm 00Ka3080 0OIPYHMOBAHUL Y OOCNIOHNCEHHSAX, 30KpeMd, Ha NOKA3l, K
0asHbLOPUMCbKE NOHAMMS «CiVilisy, Wo npomucmasnano epomMaccvKull NOPAOOK «8apEaApcmeyy, 6
enoxy Ilpoceimnuymea Haby10 WUPUIO20 3MICY, NO8'A3AH020 3 KYIbMYPOIO, NPABOM i CYCHITbHUMU
iHcmumymamu. BuznaueHno, Ha 0CHOBI 00CTIOHCEHb, WO CNPABHCHIM NEPELOMHUM MOMEHMOM CAILO0
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sunuxHenHs Homo sapiens, niciisi 4o2o cycninbcmeo nepecmano 6ymu iHCmpyMeHmoMm UNCUBAHHS |
nepemeopusocs Ha ceioomy Gopmy CnigicHy8aHHS.

Cmamms niokpecaroe i Y3a2anbHIOE HOBUU NO2NAO0 HA YUBINI3AYil0 SK YHIBEpCANbHUL,
icmopuuHo cpopmosanull cmau 100CbKO20 CYCRIIbCMBA, 3ACHO8AHUN HA Npiopumemi coyianbHux
nompeo, MOpAIbHUX HOPM I CRIBNPAYi HAO 6A308UMU NOMPEOAMU BUNCUBAHHSL.

Kniouosi cnosa: icmopuxo-memamuynuii 02150, AHMPONO2EHe3, YUBINIZAYIUHUN CMAH,
eBOIIOYTUHI 3MIHU, NOHAMMS «CiVilisy, yisinizayis, cycniibCcmeo.
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